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Safety Notice During article development, firearm testing, 
training, and participating in shooting activities, Junior Shooters 
insists that all juniors are supervised by an adult and follow NRA-
approved safety rules. In addition, the taking of photographs 
must always be accomplished in a safe manner. Any photographs 
taken in which the camera is in front of the firing line, or what 
would be the firing line, are made using a remote camera.

Warning Readers:  Be advised that there may be products represented in this 
magazine as to which the sale, possession, or interstate transportation thereof 
may be restricted, prohibited, or subject to special  licensing requirements.  
Prospective purchasers should consult the local law enforcement authorities 
in their area.  All of the information in this magazine is based on the personal 
experience of individuals who may be using specific tools, products, equipment, 
and components under particular conditions and circumstances, some or all of 
which may not be reported in the particular article and which this magazine has 
not otherwise verified.  Nothing herein is intended to constitute a manual for the 
use of any product or the carrying out of any procedure or process.  This magazine 
and its officers, authors, consultants, and employees accept no responsibility for 
any liability, injuries, or damages arising out of any person’s attempt to rely upon 
any information contained herein. All shooting photos were taken under adult 
supervision and photos taken from in front of the firing line were done via remote 
camera.

Here I am struggling with what to write my editorial on. It 
seems like I have covered the most important and interesting items 
over the last eight years. Eight Years! Yep, the inaugural issue of 
Junior Shooters came out in the summer of 2007. Sometimes I 
get discouraged. I feel like I am fighting an uphill battle: Can’t 
get enough advertising (magazines operate primarily off of 
advertising income), can’t get enough subscribers, and I have to 
constantly communicate the message that juniors need their own 
dedicated publication in the shooting industry. The majority of 
people agree, but the funds to support this are not always there. 
More people, companies, and organizations need to realize that 
their future is in our youth. 

There are many fantastic youth shooting organizations. But do 
you know how many magazine publications there are dedicated 
to juniors specifically? Not a lot. Especially print magazines. 
Now, think about how many of those are magazines about the 
shooting sports. Look on line. Try to find one. The NRA had one 
a few years ago, but it is gone. It probably didn’t get the monetary 
support it needed. They do have NRA Family Insights. The only 
one I can find, other than our own Junior Shooters, is The Junior 
Shooter published by the Sporting Shooters’ Association of 
Australia! Go Australia!

Anyway, occasionally I get down. Too much to do. Not enough 
help. Not enough coaches. Not enough writers. Not enough 
income. Not enough time. What is it about this “Not Enough” 
stuff?

AND THEN! Along come Dave, Mike, Randy, and Rick, my 
other coaches for Junior Shooters’ own shooting, gun testing, 
learning, and writing team. They say, “I want to help. What can 
I do? I feel so privileged that you have allowed me to be a part 
of this program.” It makes me choke up. Other parents of juniors 
on the team offer to help as well. I get a card in the mail from a 
junior writer who is thanking me for publishing her article and 
how proud she is to be a part of the magazine. It makes my heart 
swell. One of our juniors comes up and says, “Thank you for all 
you are doing for me.” A tear falls down my cheek as I turn away. 
A reader calls up and says, “What you are doing is so important. 
Please keep up the good work.” I feel proud. A brand new shooter 
and new member to the team shoots a pistol for the first time, 
and his smile is beaming across his face as he comes back from 
the firing line (after clearing and making the gun safe). I smile 
and I look around and see his parents smiling as well as the other 
coaches, and the other juniors are saying, “Good shooting” and 
offering other words of encouragement.

I know it is worth it. I can’t afford to get down in the dumps. 
Shake it off. Move forward. There are juniors out there waiting to 

shoot, and you do have help. We can’t always be the best. We can’t 
always win. We can’t always hit the target. Our guns and ammo 
won’t always work to perfection. We may have a jam or the ejector 
may break. But, we aren’t alone! Others are rooting for us. The 
junior next to you will want to do better than you, but he or she 
still wants you to do well. Your friends, family, and coaches are 
there to offer support, encouragement, and help. Throw away that 
frustration. Don’t get upset. Don’t get discouraged. Get out there 
with your friends and shoot. Have fun. Be safe. You are not alone.

Alone? I Don’t Think So!
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By Ashley Rumble (12) 
and Ricky Marston (14)

Recently I had a chance to attend Scooter’s 
Youth Hunting Camp which has been held on the first Saturday of May 
in Emmet, Idaho, for the past 14 years, and months of planning goes into 
making this big day happen. I was able to go to the volunteer meetings 
because my dad was also doing his first year as a volunteer and see 
what makes this camp something that’s so popular among parents, 250 
kids, and around 100 volunteers. They start having monthly meetings in 
February. Everything that is used and given away at the camp comes in 
through some type of donation – the food, the guns, the assorted prizes 
and everything else – and it’s in these meeting that all of these things 
are discussed. This year they gave away 14 guns to the kids as well as a 
table piled high with assorted hunting, shooting, and fishing items. They 
also gave away two compound bow packages.

 The volunteer meetings are attended by the board and most of the 
people that are donating their time to the camp. Topics that are covered 
are status of sponsors, any new items that are donated, and logistics that 
the board needs help with. The board has a huge job putting the camp 
together, and their job never seems to stop, so it makes the final outcome 
so much more impressive when I was able to see the behind the scenes 
work that goes into it.

  When the big day finally arrived, it started off with getting checked in 
and going through the Scooter camp introduction. We were all separated 
into different colored groups by a wristband so that we always knew 
where our next station was by the posted schedule, and I was on the 
blue. My group started with survival tips with the Adventure IQ team. 
We learned about water purifying, fire starting where we got to light fire 
starters, and other things. These are skills that may be needed if we were 
to find ourselves without the basic things that we are used to having for 
survival. It was very interesting to listen to this lecture and to see how 
much the people at Adventure IQ know about survival. 

Next we went back to the main area for a seminar on goose hunting 
where we had the opportunity to learn how to hunt goose. The instructors 
demonstrated goose calls, where to find a place to hunt, and what to 
use when hunting them. These seminars between stations brought all 
the groups back together in the main seating area and lasted about 15 
minutes.

ASHLEY

Scooter’s Youth Camp
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Next for the blue group were shotguns. We 
split into groups of eight, sorted by size, and 
sent to the shotguns from 12 gauges to 28 
gauges. I was sent to the 12 gauge. Every 
size of shotgun had its own area and had an 
automatic clay thrower, and we all went up 
to shoot quite often. I had shot some clays 
before, but this was the first time I was given 
some good pointers on how to do better at 
shooting them. There is a lot of fun involved 
in shooting a clay and watching it turn to 
dust when it’s hit just right.

For our second seminar, we learned how 
to hunt something that I want to try, and that 
was turkey. We learned the same type of 
pointers as with goose and learned that wild 
turkeys are pretty smart and hard to hunt, but 
I still want to try.

Then was station three which was .22s. 
We had a small lecture on safety and the 
parts of a gun, just like shotguns, and then 
got to shoot one 10-round magazine. All the 
.22s were Ruger 10/22 like mine, so I felt 
pretty comfortable with it right off. They 
also had new red dots for all of their rifles 
this year, which was nice because it helped 
us get on target a lot better. It also gave me 
a better look at the effort the volunteers go 
to because all the shotguns and rifles to this 
point worked very well. When considering 
the amount of rounds that go through these 
guns during a camp day, that’s a pretty big 
accomplishment.

Then lunch was served, which consisted 
of about 1,000 pounds of food including 
burgers, hot dogs, and finger steaks. They 
also had chips and other snacks, and 
everyone was able to take as much as they 

wanted. They also served milk and a huge 
pallet of bottled water that was donated by 
Bi-Mart, The volunteers at the lunch station 
start preparing food at the beginning of the 
day, and it looks like a lot of work, but they 
are all really happy with what they are doing 
for the camp. Yanke Machine Shop brings 
a huge oven for the burgers and a massive 
frying pan for the finger steaks. Everything 
was really good and kept us going for the 
next part of the day. If you think breakfast 
was left out, think again. We were given 
donuts in the morning, too. It seems that 
nothing was left out for a pack of hungry 
kids. There was even a few hundred energy 
bars just in case a snack was needed.

 During lunch we had a duck-hunting 
seminar where we learned what goes into 
hunting ducks. It also looks like a lot of 
work, but if a hunter does it right, the reward 
is pretty good duck for dinner! After that 
it was off to black powder muzzle loaders 
(from loading our muzzles at lunch to 
loading the muzzles on the range). During 
black powder, we got to have three shots 
each on an open breach .50-caliber rifle. 
When I heard .50 calibers, all I could think 
was the thing was going to kick HARD, but 
I learned that black powder isn’t like that, so 
all was well. As with all stations, we were 
given an overview of the gun and told how 
to safely shoot it. Because they are single 
shot, there was a small army of volunteers 
keeping the guns loaded. Black powder 
is more than loading a cartridge, so these 
people were working hard all day to keep 
things moving. Then they gave some of the 
older kids the opportunity to try the flintlock 

elephant gun they had brought with them. 
Unlike the primer fire guns all of us tried, the 
flintlock was bigger and took a little more 
patience to shoot. 

After flintlock we had our next seminar 
about elk hunting. Like the other seminars, 
we were given the basics on elk hunting, and 
it looked like a really big challenge, but it 
looked fun too, and if you succeed, it’s a lot 
of meat in the freezer for the family. The next 
station was my personal favorite – archery! 
I had never shot a bow until then, so it was 
a very fun experience. We were each given 
five arrows three different times, so everyone 
got plenty of time shooting. There were also 
recurve and compound bows and, for lefties 
like me, a few left-handed bows to try. I 
found out that just like when I’m shooting a 
gun, my right-eye dominance makes it better 
to shoot right-handed. We had some targets 
that looked like small game and a very large 
Bigfoot target to shoot at. One nice thing 
for the volunteers this year was a large tarp 
behind the targets to catch arrows. The tarp 
helped everyone find the arrows faster and 
that keeps things moving better.

The last station for the blue group was 
knife sharpening and gun cleaning. They 
showed us the different stones and blade 
angles we could have and all the ways to take 
good care of a knife because a good, sharp, 
well-cared-for knife is a very important tool. 
Then with the little time we had left, we saw 
how to clean a bolt-action rifle, something 
that is also very important to keep clean and 
in good working order.

Finally, it was time for the gift giveaways. 
They had at least one gift for every kid so 

Scooter’s Youth Camp
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that nobody left empty-handed. It wasn’t 
like we hadn’t been spoiled enough all day, 
so this was icing on the cake for sure. There 
were also silent auction items to settle up 
on and a raffle with many prizes, too. The 
silent auction had some stadium chairs, a 
really nice, old, black powder rifle and lots 
of other stuff. The raffle was also full of 
outdoor items to use while outdoors, but also 
a vacation package for the adults, too. 

When it came time for the name drawing 
and giveaway, we saw a huge trailer piled 
high with things to be given away, and 
like everything else, it was all donated by 
companies and individuals who love to see 
this camp happen. On each side of the main 
seating area where all the kids sit, there 
are banners with the names of companies 
and people who have donated to the camp, 
and it’s a big, impressive list. Each kid has 
their name in a bucket, and Scott (the man 
who puts the Scooter in the camp) grabs a 
prize and then a name from the bucket of 
the lucky winner. It is then handed off to a 
member of the “Orange Army” (what all the 
volunteers are called because they all wear 
orange shirts) and taken to the winner in 
the audience. Prizes ranged from knives to 
sleeping bags to fishing gear. I won a new 
Hoppes #9 gun-cleaning kit that I actually 
needed, and it’s small enough that I can 
keep it in my range bag, so I was a happy 
girl. Cabela’s donated a complete camping 
package that included a big tent, two nice 
sleeping bags, chairs, and lights. It was the 
first prize called, and the winner was really 
excited. The reactions everyone had when 
winning something was really fun to watch, 
too. One girl won a fishing outfit and was so 
excited she was hugging it the rest of the day. 

We all were waiting for the gun drawing 
to see who was going to get to take home 
one of the guns donated to the camp to give 
away. There was a Marlin .22, and 10/22 
that was outfitted by PWS, shotguns, and a 
new Remington Model 700 in .270. There 
were 14 guns in all. Every kid that won one 
of the guns went crazy. There was jumping 
and yelling, high fives, and even some tears. 
It was great to watch. One small glitch 
happened when the PWS rifle was given 
away, and they realized that the case it 
came with was given to somebody else. The 
person who had the case gladly gave it up for 
something else, and it was a great show of 
sportsmanship by that person, and why the 
shooting community is such a great group of 
people.

After the last prize was called and the last 
prayer said, the camp was officially over. 
My dad was a volunteer, so he helped take 
the camp down, and I saw again all the work 
that went into making this day happen. It 
all started from an idea that Scott had, and 
14 years later it’s still going strong, with a 
perfect safety record I must add. The camp is 
so popular that it fills up on registration day 
in a matter of minutes, and there is always a 
waiting list of people wanting to get in. We 
all had a lot of fun, a lot of food, and a lot 
of prizes to show for the day, but we also 
learned some good safety lessons, met a lot 
of great people that were always happy and 
working hard, and saw some great humility. 

RICKY

All smiles with a great shot group. Yummy, I get to eat. 
Below: Look at the Ruger 10/22s! Below next page left: Prizes- WOW!
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Next year I plan to be a volunteer so that 
somebody else can take my spot in the camp, 
and I’m looking forward to being a part of 
the group that keeps the camp’s wheels 
turning. I can’t wait to be back there again.

Scooter’s Youth Hunting Camp 
is a Christian-based group that advocates 
the unique experience of the exposure to the 
outdoors. All in one day, kids from the ages 
9-16 get to shoot shotguns, muzzleloaders, 
.22 rifles, and archery, along with learning 
about gun cleaning, knife sharpening, and 
survival techniques. In between stations, kids 
are able to listen to seminars about turkey, 
duck, elk, and goose calling. The hunting 
camp has been put on by Scott McGann 
and his army of wonderful volunteers (aka 
the “Orange Army”) for the last 14 years. 
This is where my experience starts, when 
I volunteered on May 1 and May 2, 2015. 
On Friday, May 1st, at 5:30, I arrived at 
the range prompt and ready to start setting 
up the hunting camp. The volunteers and I 
set up a variety of canopies, tables, tents, 
chairs, trash cans, targets, and coolers. We 
also set up banners in dedication to all of 
the sponsors, who made this FREE camp 
possible! 

On the morning of the 2nd, I arrived at the 
range at 7 a.m. sharp. I then proceeded to 
help finish the setup process. The last-minute 
setup included putting up target stands with 
targets, and placing the appropriate guns 
and ammo on their designated tables in their 
specific bays. 

At 8 o’clock, registration began, with 
150 kids of all ages and their parents started 
piling into the gate. As they arrived at the 
front of the registration table, they were 
given one of the six colored wrist bands. 
These specified which group they would be 
in at every station. 

RICKY
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At 9:30, the first session began. I was volunteering 
at the .22 rifle station with five other volunteers. We, 
as a group, showed the kids how to shoot the .22s 
and the parts of the rifle. Every kid was given a 
10-round magazine and a target. I personally loaded 
10-round magazines and assisted in teaching the 
kids gun safety. 

After the final session, all of the kids went back 
to their chairs, and the Orange Army lined up along 
the makeshift wall. The drawing of prizes started 
after everyone was settled down in their chairs. The 
drawing of prizes consisted of a 2.5-gallon bucket 
filled with the names of all of the kids. The prize 
table had over $10,000 worth of items, all for the 
children. Better yet, every kid was guaranteed a 
prize! As Scott started drawing names, the volunteers 
passed prizes down the line until every one of the 
volunteers had one. Then after a child’s name was 
drawn, the volunteer in the front of the line hand-
delivered their prize to the lucky kid. After each 
volunteer gave away their prize, they moved to the 
end of the line and got another prize. I remember 
giving away about five prizes to some very happy 
and gracious kids. 

When all of the prizes were gone, Scott put all 
of the names back in the bucket and started the 
gun give-away. We gave away 14 guns to 14 very 
lucky kids! It made me very happy to see those 
lucky kids’ faces when their name was drawn. There 
were screams and tears of pure joy! It truly made 
volunteering all worth it! 

When the camp was over and the kids left, we 
were not quite done yet! The volunteers started 
tearing everything down that we had set up the day 
before. 

Volunteering at Scooter’s Youth Hunting Camp 
was one of the best experiences in my life. It was 
an honor to be a part of the Orange Army, and I am 
ecstatic to volunteer again next year. My goal for 
next year is to not only volunteer but also donate a 
gun to the camp for the kids. It honestly was a once-

in-a-lifetime experience. 

Above left: Archery was so much fun. 
Above right: Blackpowder - AWESOME! 
Below: Everyone had fun getting prizes and the sponsors were great. 
Below middle right: Ashley had a ball during archery training and now 
wants a compound bow. 
Bottom right: Scooter’s Camp was fantastic and every one wants to come 
back again next year.
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This spring I was given the opportunity to test the Armada 
Airgun from Benjamin. Before I opened the box, I had images of 
the classic Woodstock, bolt-action Benjamin rifle. Was I surprised! 
Resembling a modern-day sniper rifle, the Armada is equipped 
with Magpul accessories such as a fully adjustable stock and grip. 
The Armada I shot was chambered in .22 caliber pellet; it is also 
available in .177 and .25 calibers. The other accessories included a 
1-16 power scope, bipod, and a 10-shot rotary magazine. The only 
thing not included was the means to fill the tank. A special hand 
pump fills the tank in about 15-20 minutes. The directions were 
very informative. The scope was simple to mount to the rifle, and 
after airing it up, it was ready to shoot. 

Once we got some ammo, we went out to sight in the rifle. The 
first shot I took was so quiet that I thought something had gone 
wrong. I then tried to run a cleaning rod through the barrel but soon 

realized it was hanging up on something. I unscrewed the cap on 
the end of the barrel and some baffles fell out. The end of the barrel 
has an internal suppressor! Learning this, I loaded up a 10-shot 
magazine and started to shoot. At first, I struggled to chamber a 
round because I was not pulling hard enough to charge the spring. 
I attempted to re-cock it, and it would load another pellet on top of 
the other, and I would have to clear the barrel. Fortunately, when 
I failed to charge the spring, I was able to remove the magazine, 
take the shot, and then replace it. This is not a manufacturing defect 
but rather my unfamiliarity of the gun. Once I got on target, the 
grouping was amazing! I was able to place one shot inside another. 
The second was barely distinguishable from the first. The groups 
averaged about 1-¼ inch at 25 yards, and some of the groupings 
were even tighter. The 16-power scope really enabled me to dial in 
and check my targets, as well as distinguish the difference between 
rocks and game.

Crosman’s Awesome Pellet Gun
ARMADA

By Ben Moody (16)
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Hunting small game is awesome, even out to longer ranges. The Armada also has the power for the large rock marmots, which we 
were hunting. The Armada is great for prone shooting with the adjustable bipod. Shooting from the standing position can become a little 
tiresome, with the rifle weighing in at 10 pounds 12 ounces with attachments. To test the power of the rifle, I shot into a couple pine 
boards clamped together and measured the penetration at ¾ of an inch. My favorite aspect of the Armada is the combined accuracy and 
quietness. It is especially good for not alerting game after a shot is taken, unlike a .22 rimfire or AR 15.

In conclusion, the Armada is a great pellet rifle for target shooting and small game and will be at the top of my Christmas list. 
I would like to thank Benjamin Air Guns and Junior Shooters magazine for the opportunity to test the Armada and for their support 

of the shooting sports.

Group at top 
left was prior 
to making 
windage and 
elevation 
adjustments.

Ben with the Armada 
and a rock marmot. 
These are varmints 
and are pests on the 
ranch.

By Ben Moody (16)
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We got the Conquest DL 2-8X42 scope 
(3X on their site) in from Zeiss in 2014. I 
knew I liked it as soon as I looked through 
the glass. It was a dark wintry day and the 
clarity was just awesome. I could see minute 
details in the surroundings. I had to have 
it. Andy had previously mounted it on a 
custom-build AR with a STAG receiver, 
upper and lower, that one of the juniors took 
out and tested. Rickey, the junior, really 
liked the scope, but I pulled rank to get it 
into my hands.

I installed it on my Kimber 84M in .308. 
This model Kimber is really lightweight at 
5 pounds, 6 ounces. The barrel length is 22 
inches, and the trigger is adjustable and set 
at the factory at 3.5 pounds. This is a great 
packing rifle for mountain or long treks and 
I wanted a scope that was light in weight but 
also excellent quality. The Zeiss seemed to 
be it!

By Dave Furney

CONQUEST   DL   2-8X42

Above: Kimber 84M .308 with the Zeiss 2-8X42 scope.
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Top right: Ricky holding the custom STAG Arms Modern Sporting Rifle (MSR) getting 
ready to enjoy an afternoon of testing and shooting fun. Custom built MSR with Stag 
Arms lower and upper receiver and bolt carrier group, Magpul stock, grip, and 
B.A.D. lever, WARNE RAMP scope mount, MGM Targets Switchview magnification 
lever. Hornady, Black Hills, and ARMSCOR ammunition all functioned flawlessly in 
the MSR and all gave excellent groups. The Zeiss 2-8X42 scope, combined with this 
custom MSR, produced excellent accuracy.

“After adjusting I shot a five-
round group aiming at the top 
right hand corner of the red 
square. It was right on target 
with ¼” MOA and a relatively 
cold barrel.” Hornady 155--grain 
HPBT used on target.”

After mounting with a set of Talley 
lightweight rings, the rifle tipped the scales 
at just under seven pounds with sling and 
ammo – just perfect for an old man with 
a bad back hiking out in the wilderness of 
Idaho. Now, out to the range.

After boresighting, I put it to paper from 
the bench. We could only shoot at 50 yards 
that day so that was what I was going to 
zero it for at that time. I used Hornady Steel 
Match 155 grain BTHP ammunition. The 
first shot was on paper two inches to the right 
and two inches high. Not a bad boresight if 
I do say so myself. After adjusting, I shot a 
five-round group aiming at the right corner 
of the red square. It was right on target 
with 1/4” MOA and relatively cold barrel. I 
followed up with a three-round group with a 
hot barrel at the bottom left corner of the red 
square. The grouped opened up slightly but 
not much. This is a very accurate rifle and a 
lot of it had to do with the outstanding optics 
that Zeiss provided. 

I have since sighted it in at 100 yards 
with Federal Premium Vital Shok 165 grain 
Barnes TSX ammo and still get consistent 
sub-MOA groups with a cold barrel. I tried 
changing the adjustment, counting my 
clicks, and then returning to my original 
setting to see if the point of impact changed; 
it did not. It was perfectly zeroed!

This is my first venture with higher quality 
German optics and boy was I impressed! I 
can’t wait for hunting season. If you want an 
excellent scope you can’t go wrong with the 
Zeiss Conquest DL.
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By Traci Humphrey (19)
Photos by Eric Larriva Photography

NRA Whittington Center

About five years ago, I was blessed 
enough to start the most incredible, life-
changing journey I have had in my entire 
life. Imagine something that completes 
you, but consistently breaks your heart. 
Imagine knowing, without a doubt, that you 
are exactly where you are supposed to be. 
Imagine knowing that one day you won’t be 
able to return, so you have to make the most 
of it right now. Imagine making the best 
friends you will ever have, and knowing 
that in a couple of weeks, you will part 
and possibly never see each other again. 
Every day is a challenge, and every day 
you give it everything, because you can’t 
imagine doing anything less. Exhilarating, 
life changing, a hurricane of emotions –  the 
NRA Whittington Center Adventure Camp 
is all of these and more. 

When entering the Whittington Center for 
the first time, passing through the rows of 
state flags and the banners of the Center’s 

The area 
was 
beautiful 
and the 
hiking  
soothed 
the spirit. Camp

wonderful sponsors, I had no idea what I 
was getting into. My expectation for this 
new summer camp was to have a great time 
shooting firearms and improving my skills 
for two weeks, and maybe find one or two 
people to make friends with along the way. 
As a 15-year-old with serious self-esteem 
issues, I had a hard time making friends and 
was just hoping to have fun doing one of my 
favorite things – shooting. Well, I did have a 
great time shooting at adventure camp and I 
did improve my skills. It wasn’t, however, 
anything I expected; it was so much more. 

Adventure camp exposed me to different 
firearm disciplines and helped me learn more 
about some disciplines that I already knew. 
Campers get a day and a half of constant 
shooting for each discipline – muzzleloader, 
rifle, pistol, shotgun, and now archery. I was 

opened up to so many new things. During 
my two years as a camper, I fell in love with 
percussion cap muzzleloaders, something 
I had never had any experience with. This 
year, I finally obtained my own. Now, I can 
hunt longer in the year, which makes a big 
difference for a busy college student. 

Rifle taught me how to shoot from the 
five main positions. By the end of our time 
at rifle, I was ecstatic at how much better I 
could shoot in the standing position. Also, 
rifle gave me the chance to shoot a .50 cal 
BMG! 

Pistol opened me up to so many different 
calibers and styles, and also introduced me 
to holographic sights, which was really cool 
for me. Watching the steel targets drop as I 
shot down the silhouette range was a totally 
new and exhilarating experience. 

Shotgun, where my heart lies, was 
of course my favorite. We worked on 
technique, played shooting games such as 
Annie Oakley, and ended with sporting clays 
or five-stand. Five-stand was something I’d 

That’s me!
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NRA Whittington Center

Have 
you 
ever 
split a 
card?

Shotguns and 
busting clays 
were even 
added to the 
mix of what 
we did.

“Every day is a 
challenge, and 
every day you 
give it everything, 
because you can’t 
imagine doing 
anything less.”



never heard of before. I enjoyed it so much I went home and looked 
up ranges near me where I could go practice. I also saw a lot of 
improvement in my scores when I returned to my trap leagues at 
home. 

Lastly, archery was really cool for me. I’d never had the opportunity 
to get into archery before, but at camp I not only learned how to 
hit nonmoving targets with a bow, but we got a chance to shoot at 
moving ones as well! I learned so much about shooting at camp, and 
I have carried what I learned with me over the past five years. 

Besides shooting, I enjoyed the other classes we had at camp 
including compass, survival skills, wildlife management, outdoors 
skills, hunter safety, tracking, and cooking. All of these classes were 
a lot of fun and we learned a lot in them. These classes made our 
group work together to learn the lessons and complete our tasks, 
which made us come closer together as friends. At the end of camp, 
we went on a three-day camping trip where a lot of the skills we 
learned in these classes were put to the test. We had to build our own 
tents, cook our own food, and go on a simulated hunt where we had 
to use our knowledge of hunter safety to decide whether shots at 
cardboard targets were ethical or not. I incorporate that thinking into 
my decision-making when I hunt now. 

All the activities we participated in at camp were a lot of fun, 
however, my favorite thing about camp was not the shooting, the 
skills I learned, or even shooting the sniper rifle; it was the friendships 
I made. My first camper year, I wasn’t expecting to make friends at 
camp. I had very low self-confidence and was extremely shy because 
of it. That year in school, I had struggled a lot. I quit talking to my 
friends and never left my house because of my low self-esteem. My 

first two days at camp I was very quiet and just concentrated on 
shooting. By the third day, I was a completely different person. I was 
carrying on with my friends and had a completely different, more 
confident attitude while shooting. I discovered that people liked me 
and that I was actually pretty good at some things. I had so much 
fun and made so many friends. I felt like I had found a place where 
I belonged. 

The next year, I didn’t really focus on the shooting. I focused on the 
friends. I made many new friends and spent a lot of time becoming 
closer with one who had returned from the year before (not many 
campers are lucky enough to return). Some of the campers from that 
year came back as counselors-in-training with me the next year.

Being a CIT and Counselor at Adventure Camp was even better 
than being a camper. It felt amazing to be part of helping campers 
experience what I experienced and see it change their lives. I got 
to see campers excited with learning new skills and getting better 
at the shooting disciplines. I also got to see campers come from 
hard backgrounds and home lives and see their new friends, whom 
they’d only known for a couple of days, surround them and help 
them through hard times. It was incredible to watch and to know that 
we played a part in it. As a counselor, camp was still changing my 
life, even more so than when I was a camper. I became such great 
friends with all the counselors, both those who started with me and 
those who had been there for years. Some of these counselors have 
been my role models for five years and now they are also my best 
friends. It is such an amazing thing for me. In five weeks, I became 
closer with my camp family than I have with anyone else in my life. 
We really are like a family and keep in touch constantly through 

Just imagine 
shooting at a 
flying target 
with a bow 
and arrow 
and hitting 
it!



group messages and FaceTime. I have a group of friends I know are 
always there for me. Most of us don’t see each other until summer 
and some we don’t even see then anymore, but we remain close and 
connected. With my friends from both my camper and counselor 
years, we can be apart for months and years at a time, then pick up 
like no time ever passed. This summer, I plan on visiting old camper 
and counselor friends who can no longer return to camp. Some of 
them I have not seen in years. Those are the kind of relationships that 
Adventure Camp builds. 

Every year, I count down the days until I go home. Because that is 
what the Whittington Center has become, my home, the place where 
I feel most comfortable and happy, surrounded by the beautiful 
desert and mountains, and more importantly, my camp family. This 
summer I am returning as Program Director. While I do not know 
what all I will be doing yet, I am so excited to begin, and I look 
forward to another life-changing summer. 

“The NRA Whittington Center Adventure Camp creates a life-
changing experience for everyone involved by instilling a sense 
of self-driven responsibility, a profound respect toward firearms, 
others, and yourself, along with memories and friendships that will 
last a lifetime!”- Counselors of Adventure Camp.

Even the snow and rain didn’t 
get us down!

Unforgettable 
memories and friends 
forever.

How awesome to shoot a .50 caliber Barrett!



STANDARD FEATURES:
• Accommodates Over 160 Calibers
• Uses Standard 7/8” x 14 Dies
• Loading Rate: 500-600 Rds./Hr.
• Comes With One Caliber Conversion
• Interchangeable Toolhead Assembly
• Automatic Powder Measure
• Automatic Primer System
• Lifetime Warranty

RL 550B
Progressive Reloader

Dillon Precision’sDillon Precision’s

dillonprecision.com
For FREE Catalog # K05-14690, call 800-762-3845
dillonprecision.com

Pictured here with 
optional accessories:

.45 ACP Die Set              K05-14404
Strong Mount                 K05-22051
Alum. Roller Handle       K05-17950
Low Powder Sensor        K05-16306
Aluminum Bullet Tray     K05-22214
RL 550 Toolholder with Wrench Set
                                      K05-11541
Cartridge Case Bin/Bracket
                                      K05-11185

Give a man some reloads, he can shoot for a 
day. TEACH a man to reload, and he can shoot 
for a lifetime. Teach someone you care about 
how to reload with Starline Brass. We’ll prove to 
them what experienced reloaders have already 
learned. A Great Shot Starts with Starline. 

© 2015 Starline Brass

ORDER FACTORY DIRECT
 starlinebrass.com  |  1(800) 280-6660

ORDER FACTORY DIRECT
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EXCLUSIVE
RRA HUNTER MUZZLE BRAKE

ROCKRIVERARMS.COM

LAR-8 X-1 RIFLE   X308A1750T  
TAN WITH OPERATOR A2 STOCK

MSRP: $1850*

Combining custom features and all-new  components with 
RRA’s years of experience  and dedication to making the 
best rifles  available, the RRA X-Series.

INTRODUCING THE 
LAR-8 X-1 RIFLE

* Prices are subject to change. Optics and scope mount not included.
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By Andy Fink, Michael Sacks, Dylan Sacks (19), and Ricky Marston (14)

MSR VEX .223 Hunter
& Burris XTR II 1-5X Fastfire Combo 

Dylan getting ready to test out 
the MSR VEX .223 Hunter from 
Windham Weaponry combined with 
Burris XTR II 1-5X Fastfire Combo.

Ricky shooting Windham’s .223 Hunter. The stock was 
really nice but the gun was a little heavy.

We got in a really nice, wooden-stocked 
Modern Sporting Rifle (MSR) for test and 
review and were very pleased with it. The 
laminated nutmeg wood stock and the 
coyote-anodized receiver change the whole 
appearance. It is very pleasing to the eye 
compared to the standard, more common, 
black MSR. I also liked the fluted barrel and 
the small picatinny rail on top by the gas 
block at the end of the stock.

The function was perfect, with not even a 
single jam after over 350 rounds of reloads, 
Armscor and Black Hills Ammunition 
55-grainers. Not one jam. Even with a 
slightly heavier trigger pull than I usually 
like, 5 pounds 15 ounces, its accuracy was 
phenomenal. It is easily capable of shooting 
one-hole groups at 100 yards. 

Though heavy for a MSR at 8.35 lbs. 
due to the wood stock and not including 
the weight of the scope, it is a rifle that 
just screams for you to take it out hunting 
- whistle pigs, coyotes and even small deer 
with a 75-grain hunting bullet.
Windham has really done an outstanding job 
with this firearm - nice looking, accurate, 
and a pleasure to shoot!

On this cold, cloudy day, I shot the Windham 
Weaponry VEX wood-stocked MSR. This unique 
rifle with its wood furniture was outstanding. The 
trigger was a bit heavy, about a 5-lb. pull, but the 
break was clean. Its accuracy was phenomenal, 
allowing me to hit a popper at 100 yards offhand 
with no problem. There was almost no recoil, which 
surprised me for a rifle with a non-threaded barrel. 
All in all, I’d say, sure, I wouldn’t mind adding a 
Windham to my collection.

The Windham VEX was matched with a Burris 
XTR II scope. I own a MTAC 1-4, and I honestly 
think the XTR II is a better scope. Both scopes 
hold up well. The horseshoe reticle on the XTR 
II makes taking accurate shots a breeze over the 
MTACs’ point-and-shoot style circle dot reticle. 
The illumination makes taking close shots a bit 
easier and faster, though normally I would leave 
it off. The only down side I see to the XTR II is 
the cap for the battery also acts as a turret for the 
illumination switch. This causes the shooter to 
loosen the cap as he switches brightness settings. 
Other than this small issue, the Burris XTR II is a 
wonderful scope; I definitely see one in my future.

I recently had the opportunity to shoot a Windham 
Weaponry MSR (AR-15.) It had a beautiful laminated wood 
stock and a 16-inch fluted barrel. It also had a BCM charging 
handle. Overall, I thought that the gun shot pretty well. I tried 
a variety of different types of ammo with this gun, and all 
seemed to perform accurately when I shot it. One difference 
in comparison to other MSRs that I have recently shot is it is 
quite a bit heaver and bulkier. As an avid shooter, I wouldn’t 
hesitate to recommend this gun to others in the competition 
field. I believe it would make an even better hunting gun!

Dylan

Ricky

Windham Weaponry
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Now, part of the good results we got from 
testing its accuracy was certainly helped out 
by the Burris XTR II 1-5X24mm G3 scope 
combo with a FastFire III 3-MOA red dot, a 
30mm AR-P.E.P.R. mount, and a Scope Tube 
FastFire mount all in one package. 

Burris really did a great job putting this 
combo together. Though considered more a 
tactical scope than a hunting scope, it can be 
used for both, as well as competitive shooting 
whether at 10 yards or 500 yards. It makes an 
excellent 3-Gun combination. I absolutely 
love the G3 reticle. With its illuminated 
broken circle pattern with center dot, it is 
easily picked up and placed on target. The 
windage Mil measurements and trajectory 
compensation lines make it simple to adjust 
to both distance and heavy winds.

The FastFire 3-MOA mounted on top lets 
you pick up your target quickly and clearly. 

Black Hills, Armscor, and Federal, all function 
flawlessly. This is a very accurate rifle.

Burris XTR II Rifle scope 1-5x24mm with XTR II Ballistic 5.56 
Gen 3 rear focal plane reticle, FastFire™ III 3-MOA red dot sight.

www.windhamweaponry.com for complete details.


